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Welcome  
Welcome to 2011 with the theme ɀ STAND!
Stand as believers ɀ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ  
victory, stand for family and more  

Join us in exciting and  encouraging worship 
services each week 

Ballarat City Church Service Times  
December Sunday Services:  

Dec 4: 10.00am Service 

 ɉÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ +ÉÄȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ Ǫ *ÅÌÌÙ "ÅÁÎÓɊ 

 5.30pm Service 

Dec 11: 10am  

 2pm - 5pm Family Fun Day 

Dec 18th: 10am Service 

 ɉ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ +ÉÄȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ Ǫ *ÅÌÌÙ "ÅÁÎÓɊ 

  

Dec 25th: 10am Christmas Service 

January Sunday  Services:  

Jan 1: 10.30 am, including Kids program 

Jan 8: 10.30 am, including Kids program 

Jan 15: 10.30 am, including Kids program 

Jan 22: 10.30 am, including Kids program 

*ÁÎ ΤΫȡ ΣΡȢΥΡ ÁÍȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ +ÉÄȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ  Ǫ *ÅÌÌÙ "ÅÁÎÓ 
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With you on the journey, Don & Julie  

Christmas: òWhy is it so?ó 
 

-ÁÎÙ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ Ȱ7ÈÙ ÉÓ ÉÔ ÓÏȩȱ ÁÉÒÅÄ ÏÎ !"# ÔÅÌÅÖÉÓÉÏÎȢ )ÔȭÓ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÂÏÒÎ ÈÏÓÔȟ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒ *ÕÌÉÕÓ 3ÕÍÎÅÒ Miller 

(1909-1987) made the show well known for "cool experiments, interesting science, and fantastic hair." And his constant question (and 

ÔÈÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏ×Ɋ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÍÁÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÓ ×ÁÓ Ȱ7ÈÙ ÉÓ ÉÔ ÓÏȩȱ 

The challenge to ask why is it so, for both science and the world in general, was consistently before both the children and adults who 

watched the show. 

As I was pondering the time of the year that we are rapidly approaching, that of Christmas or Advent, the question Why is it so? came 

to mind. 

For example; why is it so that at this time of year we tend to spend an increasing amount of time, money and effort on purchasing the 

ȬÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȭ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÂÕÔ ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ Á ×ÏÒÌÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÐÅÎÄÓ ÐÒÏÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÁÔÅÌÙ ÌÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÓÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÐÏÎÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ reason we 

even celebrate Christmas. 

Why is it so that many people will willingly and joyously attend numerous Christmas and break-up parties and yet give little, if any 

thought, to  attending a church service to give thanks to the One for whom this time of year was first begun? 

Why is it so ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÉÎÄÕÌÇÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÉÎÇ ÇÉÆÔÓȟ ÅÁÔÉÎÇȟ ÄÒÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙ ȬÍÁËÉÎÇ ÍÅÒÒÙȭ ÂÕÔ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÏÒ ÎÏ  

investment of time or effort into giving thanks the One who loved the world so much that He sent His only Son to seek and to save 

that which was lost? 

Part of the answer lies in words penned by the Apostle Paul nearly two thousand years ago but which could have come out of todayȭÓ 

ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ÏÒ Á 'ÁÌÌÕÐ 0ÏÌÌȢ (Å ×ÒÏÔÅ ÔÏ 4ÉÍÏÔÈÙ ÉÎ Τ 4ÉÍÏÔÈÙ Υ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÄÁÙÓ ȣ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÌÏÖÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÓÅÌÆȟ ÌÏÖÅÒÓ of money 

ȣ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÓÅÌÆ-ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ȣ ÌÏÖÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÌÏÖÅÒÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ȣȱ )ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÉÍÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕrch 

ÉÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÆÉÎÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ȰÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅ of godliness ÂÕÔ ÄÅÎÙÉÎÇ ÉÔÓ ÐÏ×ÅÒȢȱ Why is it so? 

This year, whilst still enjoying time with my family and the giving and receiving of gifts, I have challenged myself to take more time and 

make more effort in focusing on the person after whom the season derives its name, so that should anyone ask me the Ȱ7ÈÙ ÉÓ ÉÔ ÓÏȩȱ 

ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ #(2)34ÍÁÓȟ ) ÁÍ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÁÎ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌȟ ÉÎ ÔÕÒÎȟ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ȬÓÅÅ *ÅÓÕÓȭȢ 
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Jumping Castles , Fairy Floss , BBQ,  

Games, Fun Activities  

for Kids and Families 

Sunday December 11th  
2pm-5pm 
Ballarat City Church  

65 Albert St  

www.bcc.org.au 


